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COCKBURN SOUND, METALS ACCUMULATION 

169. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the Environment 
and Heritage 

The table on page 31 of the State of Cockburn Sound report indicates that for the metals chromium, mercury, 
copper and zinc the levels present in sediments is increasing in parts of Cockburn Sound - 

(1) Is the cause of this increasing accumulation of metals due to the high licence and discharge rates of 
those metals permitted into the Sound? 

(2) If no, what is the cause of the accumulating metals? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

1. It is not possible to state with certainty that the levels of chromium, mercury, copper and zinc actually 
increased.  In fact the number of sites exceeding the Interim Sediment Quality Guideline levels has reduced 
since 1994. 

I refer the Hon Jim Scott to Page 30 of the State of Cockburn Sound report which explains that care needs to be 
taken in comparing the 1994 and 1999 sediment results.  This is due to the highly variable nature of sediments, 
differences in sampling locations and difficulties in accurately analysing for metals when the levels are near 
laboratory detection levels. 

2. It is not possible to solely contribute the levels of these metals in Cockburn Sound to industrial discharges.  
Their presence may be attributed to a number of potential sources, including: industrial discharges, stormwater 
runoff, groundwater inputs from the catchment, boats and ships, and natural deposits.  

I bring to the Hon member's attention to the Table on page 31 where it shows a similar trend between the two 
sampling dates for sites in Warnbro Sound, which doesn't receive any industrial discharges. 
 


